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Gryphon West Gym Club

Safeguarding & Protecting Children Policy

Child abuse can take many forms, physical abuse, neglect, sexual abuse or emotional abuse. It often takes place by someone they know and can seriously affect a child’s mental and physical health.

We may feel something is wrong - it could be intuition!

It is not your responsibility to decide but:

It is our responsibility to act on our concerns and do something about it.

Gryphon West Gym Club has adopted the British Gymnastics policy relating to Safeguarding & Protecting Children.

Gryphon West Gym Club strives to ensure that children and vulnerable adults are protected and kept safe from harm whilst participating in gymnastics activities. 

As a Club, we intend to create an environment in which children are safe from abuse and in which any suspicion of abuse is promptly and appropriately responded to. All participants regardless of age, gender, disability, origin, or religion have a right to be protected from abuse.

In order to achieve this we will:

Exclude known abusers

As a club, we have taken the procedure of obtaining Enhanced Disclosure from the Criminal Records Bureau for all Coaches and those officials who are likely to be working directly with the gymnasts.

Training

Training opportunities will be sought for all adults involved in the club to ensure they recognise the symptoms of possible physical abuse, neglect, emotional abuse and sexual abuse.

Good practice within the Club

Adults will not be left alone for long periods with individual children or with small groups.  Adults who have not been through the vetting procedure will not take children unaccompanied.

Children will be encouraged to develop a sense of autonomy and independence through adult support in making choices and in being able to describe own feelings and acceptable ways of expressing them. Thus enabling children to develop self-confidence and resist inappropriate approaches.

Response to suspicions of abuse

Changes in children’s behaviour/appearance will be investigated. Parents will normally be the first point of reference, though suspicions will be referred as appropriate to Social Services and British Gymnastics. All suspicions will be kept confidential, on a need to know basis within the club, with initial suspicion reported to the Senior Coach and/or the Lead Welfare Officer.

Records

A separate record will be kept confidentially with name, contact telephone number of the parent/carer of the child and the dates and times of attendance.

Objective descriptions will be made on behaviour or appearance without comment or interpretation and where possible the exact words spoken by the child. The recorder will date, name and sign the observation.

Such records will be kept separate from all other files and only accessible to the Club’s Management.

Family support

Gryphon West Gym Club will make every effort to build up trusting and supportive relationships between members, families and officials of the club. Where abuse at home is suspected the club will continue to welcome the child and the family while investigations proceed. Confidential records will be kept on a child in the event of a possible incident.
Photographs & Filming

At both displays and competition the club asks those individuals wishing to use camera equipment to read the posters at the event, which will apply, as a minimum, the BG Conditions for Photography at Gymnastic Events.
Where video is used as a coaching aid, the purpose of the filming is clearly made, with additional adults in attendance. Extreme care is taken with storage of such materials.

Every safeguard will be taken to ensure that gymnasts are protected against inappropriate use.

The club also operates an ‘opt-in’ scheme for parents of gymnasts who are content to allow images and videos of their children on the club’s own website.
Further help
NSPCC Helpline 


0808 800 5000

www.nspcc.org.uk
Childline



0800 1111


www.childline.org.uk
Yeovil Police



0845 4567000

Somerset Child Abuse Inv. Team 
01823 363003

North Dorset Social Care

01258 472652

BGA (Ethics & Welfare)

0845 1297129 ext 2347

Conclusion

It is hoped that the information in this policy will help everyone to protect gymnasts in our club.

Should anyone wish to see a full copy of the BGA Policy, please ask the Lead Welfare Officer or Head Coach. Additionally, it is available for download here:

http://www.british-gymnastics.org/site/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=245&archive=0&Itemid=277
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